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that day the very considerable amount of seventy-
five thousand dollars.

Peace was patched up with France, however,
and the Essex was compelled to pursue more hum-
drum paths, now in the Indian Ocean and again
with the Mediterranean squadron, until war with
England began in 1812. It was intended that Cap-
tain Porter should rendezvous with the Constitu-
tion and the Hornet in South American waters for a
well-planned cruise against British commerce, but
other engagements detained Bainbridge, notably
his encounter with the Java, and so they missed
each other by a thousand miles or so. Since he
.. had no means of communication, it was characteris-
tic of Porter to conclude to strike out for himself
instead of wandering about in an uncertain search
for his friends.

Porter conceived the bold plan of rounding the
Horn and playing havoc with the British whaling
fleet. This adventure would take him ten thou-
sand miles from the nearest American port, but he
reckoned that he could capture provisions enough
to feed his crew and supplies to refit the ship. As
a raid there was nothing to match this cruise until
the Alabama ran amuck among the Yankee clippers
and whaling barks half a century later. It was